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By Capt Freddy Gamboa

You don't need a massive yacht to
fish offshore. Take your center
console andrig it the right way,

and you'll ﬁnd success.




Capt. Fred runs a 31FA Contender with twin 250 4-Stroke Yamaha engines, which
has logged over 150 offshore runs. The boat has been able to handle rough seas
and get them home safely, yet fly to the canyons in just over two hours when

conditions permit!

INSET: Whether you're fishing for dolphin or jigging or chunking tuna, you need

the right rods and reels for the job.

his is a follow-up to the
article I wrote in the
September/October 2011
issue of the Big Game Fishing Jour-
nal. Since then, I have refined my
techniques and adjusted to recent
fishing trends. This has allowed me
to increase my carch totals even as
catches in the canyons on a whole
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has either remained constant or di-

minished for most crews.

LEADING OFF: RIGGING UP

REELS/RODS FOR SUCCESS

I have had numerous requests for
pictures and in-depth details on
model numbers for the rods and
reels 1 use that have been able to
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hold up to the rigors of offshore pe-

lagics. Here is the list:

MAHI LIGHT-TACKLE FISHING

I use a Spheros 4000 OC bait
runner paired with a 7-foot, 12- to
20-pound-rated Teramar spinning
rod, spooled with 30-pound Pow-
erPro Maxcuatro. The power of
this combination has provided me
the ability to handle mahi up to our
boat record of 40 pounds, huge for
New Jersey standards. The baitun-
ner mode works great when using
small chunk baits and placing the
rod in the holders unattended so
we can cast lures. The lightweight
and balance of this combo paired
with PowerPro Maxcuatro line,
which has 30 percent less diame-
ter of previous braids, allows us to
go with smaller finesse lures like
the Shimano Waxwing 68 baby
in Chartreuse and can cast them a
country mile.

TUNA POPPING AND JIGGING

Saragosa SW 10000 paired with
a 6-foot-9, 65- to 200-pound
Terez  Spinning Rod, spooled
with 50-pound PowerPro Depth-
hunter. This combo is light and
sensitive enough for jigging
lighter Shimano lures like the
Whirligig, Centervortex, Slidend,
and Coltsniper in the appropriate
colors, i.e., sand eel patterns. Yet
the rod has the backbone to han-
dle the Shimano Butterfly Flat-
side jigs up to 325 grams. This
combo also has the backbone and
length to cast the Shimano Orca

lures a long distance, yet the light



weight of this combo will not fa-

tigue the angler.

TUNA CHUNKING AND JIGGING

Tallica 12, 2-speed on a 6-foot-
6, 80- to 200-pound Terez con-
ventional rod, spooled with
65-pound PowerPro Depthhunt-
er. This combo has been an ab-
solute brute and the workhorse
combo for us tackling fish of
immense proportions! Countless
yellowfin from 65 to 115 pounds,
bluefin to 125 pounds while jig-
ging and chunking, swordfish to
150 pounds, and sharks upwards
up 300 pounds. This combo is
powerful yet lightweight, which
makes standing at the rail jig-
ging and chunking all night long
a task that even young juveniles
can handle.

DEEPWATER WRECK FISHING
AND TILEFISHING

Torsa 30/Trinidad TN 30 on
a 6-foot-6, 80- to 200-pound
Terez conventional rod, spooled
with 65-pound PowerPro Depth-
hunter. I have had these reels for
close to 10 years and they are still
going strong! Each crank of the
Torsa picks up nearly 50 inches
of line due to its close to 6-1 re-
trieve, yet it has a max drag of 35
pounds, which makes short work
of tiles in 600 feet.

SHARKING, SWORDFISHING,
TROLLING FORTUNA
TLD50LRSA 2-Speed, on 50-
to 100-pound stand-up Tal-

lus rods, spooled with 800 yards

of 80-pound PowerPro, with a
200-yard topshot of 60-pound
Diamond monofilament. Anoth-
er workhorse in our arsenal, this
combo sees double duty on our
canyon trips. During the day we
deploy a nine-rod spread and at
night the setups go into our night
spread for swords and sharks.

RIGGING UP FOR BATTLE

[ run a 31FA Contender with
twin 250 4-Stroke Yamaha en-
gines, which has logged over 150
offshore runs. The boat has been
able to handle rough seas and get
us home safely, yet fly to the can-
yons in just over two hours when

conditions permit! There hasn’t

TUNA FISHERMEN
OVER $700,000 WON IN TUNA CATEGORIES ALONE LAST YEAR!

24th ANNUAL

N
THE

MIDATLANTIC

Competition, Opportunity, Camaraderie
AUGUST 16-21, 2015
ARecord $2,412,510 Paid Quisinf20,14;

SHARED AMONG 21 DIFFERENT WINNERS!

FISH FROM: Cape May, NJ or Ocean City, MD
Full weigh-in at both ports

Mega Marlin Raffle to benefit the RFA

FOR ENTRY INFO cALL BOB GLOVER ar 609-884-2400
FOR sPONSORSHIP INFO cALL MARK ALLEN ar 609-884-0177

2014 PREMIER ENGINE SPONSORS HOSTMARINAS .0 cit, o

ol <G> CEn e
CapeMay, Ny Y

2014 EXHIBITING SPONSORS

Big Game Fishing Journal « Christi Ins. » Engines Inc. » Fraser Optics » Garmin « Gentilini Motors « Interlux
Mack Boring and Parts « MAN « Midlantic Goldrush « Offshore Electronics » Offshore Financial « Penn Reels
Ransome Cat » Raymarine « Salt Life « Seakeeper « Technicold « The Service Center at Canyon Club

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION GO TO THEMIDATLANTIC.COM

www.biggamefishingjournal.com 15



e

. e

By adding an extra 10 rod holders to the T-top Capt. Fred can take setups that are
not in play and get them out of the way, yet be able to reach them quickly if he

needs them back in the game!

been much I have done to the mo-
tors to enhance performance, but
have made some adjustments that
have made the offshore trips that
much more efficient.

OFFSHORE LED LIGHTS
When I first started doing over-
night charters I used portable Lind-

gren Pitman LED lights, which
were effective yet cumbersome and
had to deal with storage without
damaging them. Since then I was
advised by my electronics partner,
Jersey Shore Boat Yacht Services,
that Ocean LED is the way to go.
[ have seen these lights in action
and they have been a mainstay in
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the offshore scene due to the light
penetration they provide.

CLAMP ONT-TOP HOLDERS

This is probably one of the best
after-market additions I have made
which make my boat an efhcient
offshore machine! Most boats have
a few gunnel rod holders. I have
20, but found that this was not
enough, and did not deal with set-
ups in the way while fishing. By
adding an extra 10 rod holders to
the T-top I can take setups that are
not in play and get them out of
the way, yet be able to reach them
quickly if we need them back in
the game!

CHUM-CHUNKER

This device has allowed me to
literally reduce my crew by 1 per-
son. The device is efhcient, quiet,
uses minimal power and insures a
deliberate chum trail throughout
my chunking sessions, especially at
night when fatigue takes out most
anglers out of the game.

An added benefit of using the
Chum chucker that I have figured
out over time is that I use few-
ers flats of cut burtterfish. When
using conventional methods it’s
hard to consistently dish out the
same amount of chum hour after
hour. Some crew members also
tend to chum heavier than others.
Now I can predictably get two
hours out of every flat of chum,
which makes it easier to prepare a
trip beforehand.

Another added beneft of this

device is a constant flow of chum



during a hot bite. We have all been
there before fghting, collaring
fish, cutting bait, but when there
is mayhem in the cockpit no one is
dishing out the chunks. Eventual-
ly the fish take off and everyone is
wondering what happened. With
this device that situation never

presents itself.

RECENT TRENDS IN THE

NORTHEAST CANYONS
Last season I had the opportu-
nity to fish with one of the pre-
mier offshore fishing operations,
the Canyon Runner crew. For the
past few years I had been perform-
ing breakout sessions at the very
popular winter Canyon Runner

Seminar series, and Adam LaRo-

sa always had invited me to fish
with them in tournaments and
crew trips. Last year during the
Manasquan River canyon tourna-
ment | suffered a blown lower unit
and was left scranded at the dock. I
saw Adam and took him up on an
offer to fish the tourney, which he
gladly obliged. I joined the crew
of Adam, Capt. Phil, Jay, Chris,
and seasoned angler Dr. Philip In-
fantolino, the current New Jersey
blue marlin record holder. During
the past few winters at the Canyon
Runner seminar series | had been
hearing of some tricks the Can-
yon Runner crew was using in the
canyons but I got to see them up
close and personal and began to

use them for the rest of the season.

DAY CHUNKING

Last season there were many days
that anglers were marking huge
schools of tuna but they would
not come into the trolling spread
and eat. | experienced this myself
in the Lindenkohl Canyon early in
the season. I knew they were there
because we had landed half a dozen
to 30 pounds, but saw bigger ones
in the 60-pound class completely
going airborne, eating flying fish.
However, we could not get them
to bite.

After releasing some white mar-
lin and landing a bunch of mahi we
were content with our trip and left.
Half an hour after leaving I heard
of a boat that stopped trolling and

began chunking and commenced

DRONE

OFFSHORE TROLLING SPOON
S

Drone is the only high-speed trolling
spoon. Works on tuna, wahoo,
king mackerel, spanish mackerel and

SAME DAY
SHIPPING!

Order Online or from
Your Local Dealer

a host of other saltwater species.
Tracks straight up to 8 knots.

Adds depth to your trolling pattern.
Great on flat lines, downriggers

or with Drone planers.

Available at tackle shops.

NOTHING
BEATS A DRONE

DOZENS OF COLORS AND SIZES

e l———

RSO >
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L. B. HUNTINGTON CO, INC. 2704 ARKANSAS AVE., NORFOLK, VA 23513
PHONE: 757-855-2253 ~ FAX: 757-855-8219

WWW.DRONESPOON.COM

’Another,GreatiYear!

2014 White Marlin Open, 1st Place Blue Marlin,
“Gratitude” wins $511,417.00, Capt. Paul Spencer.

2014 Bahamas Billfish Championship,

1st Place Overall, “Wave Paver”.

2014 Pirates Cove Billfish Tournament,
1st Place, “UnoMas”.

2014 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1st Place Blue Marlin 847 Ibs.,
“Why Knot’; sets a new tournament record.

2014 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1st Place White Marlin,
“Krazy Salts’, wins $660,394.00.

BALLYHOOR gMACKERELE JSPLIT,TAIMULLETE 4SQUID)

All bait is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to
ensure freshness. Unrigged or professionally rigged.

Baitmasters’of South'Florida®nc?

1-800-NEW-BAIT (639-2248) | 305-751-7007
6911 NE 3RD AVE., MIAMI, FL 33138
FAX:305-758-8074 | WWW.BAITMASTERS.COM
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A successful outing that puts a variety of fish in
the boat depends on having a variety of tools

to catch them.

to crush the larger-sized yellowhin,
which was the first I had heard of

day chunking last season; mental

note taken!

Fast forward a week later and the
weeds in the Hudson Canyon near
the 100 Square were a complete
nuisance, making trolling an ab-
solute nightmare. Guys had caught
some bigeyes few days prior and on
that day and the number of pilot
whales in the vicinity made it look
like a scene from National Geo-
graphic; yet we could not get any
bites, nor did the rest of the fleet.

My next trip to the canyon was

with Phil on the Canyon Runner
during the tourney and we had the
same conditions; this time Capt.
Phil pulled back on the throttles and
ordered the crew to begin chunking
and we began to hook yellowfins in
the 60-pound class! My next three
trips to the edge were same weeds
issues, but the day-evening chunk
was on fire and averaged six fish per
trip prior to nightfall.

USING DREDGES ON THE TROLL;
NIGHT TROLLING FOR BIGEYES

Another trick I saw employed by
the Canyon Runner crew was the
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deployment of Canyon Runner
dredges early in the trip during the
troll. They have dedicated electric
reels with an 8-pound swimming
weight to get the dredge subsur-
face. It’s set out on a supported
outrigger pole and the presentation
is 10 to 15 feet below the surface,
10 to 20 feet off the stern, which is
truly an amazing site. We did not
get any bites during the day but the
crew deployed the dredges again
at night with their typical 11-rod
spread and we got hammered by
two nice-sized bigeyes at 10 p.m.
while guys were already chunking!
One of those fish wound up placing
us in third in the Manasquan River
Marlin & Tuna Club tournament!

Hopefully this detailed list of the
exact setups I use and recent trends
from one of the most formidable
fishing crews on the East Coast will
help put more fish in the cooler on
your upcoming trips! <<




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

CAPTAIN FREDDY GAMBOA
is a U.S. Coast licensed captain
who has fished the coast of New
York and New Jersey south to
the Florida Keys for 20 years.

He started his career as a writ-
er and seminar speaker for The
Fisherman magazine under his
mentor, Pete Barrett.

He started his charter busi-
ness, Andreas Toy Charters, as
a result of audience members’
requests to take them fishing.
He fishes inshore waters to the
Northeast canyons and guides
clients to sailfish, tuna and mahi
in South Florida and the Keys
and has been running charters
for more than 10 years.

He has been a pro staff
member for Shimano and for
Contender Boats, and is active-
ly involved in the “Save the
Bluefin” tagging project under
John Logioco.

Capt. Freddy also has traveled
to Peru to help promote catch
and release for billfish, while
also teaching the Pervuian
crews techniques to maximize
their fishing.

He can be reached at

www.andreastoycharters.com.

MAKO MAGNET
MARLIN MAGNET - TUNA TEASER

The MAGNET SERIES Incorporates the Latest Technology in Underwater
Sound Generator that Simulate Baitfish and Attract Gamefish to your Boat

=
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— ONLY
IS, msrnumsm-s; CONFORMS TO IGFA RULES 534 »

ITHE SCIENCE OF FISHING __ NO INSTALLATION REQUIRED

Makes your hoat the center of a 2-mile wide circle of acoustic “CHUM!"

The MAGNET SERIES has been used in Numerous Tournament Wins Since 1994
and has been the Subject of TV Documentaries, Instructional Videos,
Magazine Articles and Books.

www.S2instruments.com 978-4195-6764

171 Greenwood Rd. Andover, MA 01810

At last,
diesel
generators
certified to
NMEA 2000 that
provide quiet
power and
data-link
electronics on a
single cable.

e Westerbeke D-NET

Westerbeke & Universal Engines Simplify your wirin and your Iife

onboard. Westerbeke D-NET™

diesel generators are the latest

breakthrough in marine electrical power — cleaner
burning, more economical, smarter, covered by a
1 | | S-year limited warranty, and made in the U.S.A.

Gasoline Generators
Rotary Aire Climate Control

HANSEN MARINE ENGINEERING
32 TIOGA WAY » MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945
1-800-343-0480 « www.hansenmarine.com
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