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il | Members of the
John Ryan Charter.
Left to right: John,
' Bubba, Walt, and Lans
| | with some nice bluefin,
; ! yirllowefin and mahl.
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The Hoilman Charter. Back Row: Marl, Andy, and Dan. Kneellng: Gator and Rocket. A nice mix of yellowfin,

bluefin, mahi and tile.

nyselt have always hved my lifie

to "Experience all of life's pleas-

ures.” s0 why not apply this
principle to offthore canyon fishing?
Wi in the Morcheast are fortunate o
have the continental shelf in cur
backyard which holds a plethora of
game fish species—the nma clan of
bigeye—vyellowfin, longfin  and
bluefin, the pelagic visitors from the
Gulf Stream—maht, wahoo, the bill-
fish brusers, swordfish, blue mardin,
white marlin, the ocean roaming
sharks—amako, tger, and hammer-
head, and the bomwom dwellers—tile—
tish (golden and blueline) and snowy
groopers, Pretty lengthy lise, bue with
careful preparation and plannmg,
numerons species can be lnded in a
single outing. Multi-species angling
n the canyors has two major bene-
fits, it allows vou to constantly have
rod bending action, and gives the
angler a feeling of accomplishment in

landing different species on the same
trip. This article will divulge the
details that | have honed through the
vears that have allowed me to land up
ta six different species on 3 single
offshore mip.

PLAN TO SUCCEED OR
SUCCEED TO FAIL

If everyone had a crystal ball, fishing
would be easy, however, there ape
taols that are ar our disposal which
stack the odds in our favor. Offhore
water temperatuse charts and chloro-
phyll! wirbidity charts are 3 huge
advantage, Offhore Satellite Services
offers these services and more in the
Nartheast. When [ read these charts, 1
lock for warm core eddies that break
aff the Gulf Scream. | track them uniil
they hit the ¢ontnental shelf When
they do, | take a second step by con-
hirrmng its clear cobale blue water by
checking the mrbidiy image. | then
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do a confirmation on my Garmin
GPS o match it all up. Then T ke
coordinates and caloutare fuel burn.
At this poinc, 1 line up the particular
cantyon | am fishing with proven ale-
tish locations and plug in counter way
points of mshore hot spols ta fish for
bluefin on the way out. | also ry o
lme up some of my ofhore wreck
positions i my waypoints [ will fol-
low for the day, and other decp hales
that will hold lobster pots such as the
Chicken Canyon, Glory Haole, Mud
Haole, etc.

PREPARATION IS THE KEY

Presently | run 3 MFA Contender
powered with twin 250 four-seroke
Yamahas_ It's a fish aroun design with
a cabin i the middle which allows
Jtdl-degree fishing vet a sleeping cabin
ac might for the crew. Probably the
mast important feature of dhis boat 13
rnd storage for all of the mods we




|.‘|'|l‘|.l|.-:|'|' for all of the different Specied
sty encounter. My boat s conbig-
ured with rocket hunchers, gunnel
rod-holders; and T-top holders wo hold
2 pod set-ups: Seems o excesmoee, but
when [ go into detadl regarding the
rumber of different speces we hunt
tor on a mwip offthore, it will ke
sense, When we leave the dock we are
completely set up for everythimge, It
all done at the dock priar to depar-
tire, Wi make sure we have nine
trofling set ups ready o go with lures
artached, On our -boat we employ a2
mine rod W pattern. We deplov sin
ghe lures or deep=dwng lums on the
fat fines, dasy chans or dressed bally-
hoo off pod tips on the thind wake or
oue wake i front of 1 spreader bar.
Spreader bars ane locared oo the shon
riggers fifth wake back, dressed bally-
hoo off the long-tigper one  wake
behind a spreader bar Lets not forget
the ome proven green machine with
bard or large dréssed horse bally in the
way, wiry back position.

Omce drags are checked we store
the rods above in the rocker
launchers where they will be fished
We postion four mds m the order
they will be deploved on the star-
board side and same for port. Mext
order of business s four heavy ducy
ver light-weight convennonal outfiss
loaded with 450 vards of 63-pound

braid - and

flucstacarban wind-ons

X5-foor  Gl-pound

We use Tallica 12 two speed reels
on lerez rods and Toesa 3 reels on
Trevaly rads, These rods, dae ta mod
rabed strength, see miple dury as our
buttertly jigging set-ups, deep-drop
pers: for blefish which hawe the
backbone to handle 48 ownces ol
lead, ver have the finesse o be used
tochunk muina at mght. Mext set ups
are four spinming rods vsed for mahi,
and bwo larger models for Jigging
and picching baits o marlin or

sharks we may see on the surface,

The tour lightes outfits are Steadic
O wnth M-pound braid, The
heavier outfits” are equipped with
Shimanc Samgoss 1800 peels on
Terez rods with 65-pound braid
The last ser of rods rigged 5. our
heavy guns that we use for sword-
ishing and sharking ar night. We set
s waeh B0-
pound Momor Diamond on 25-

up three Tiagra

oo, T0-pound wind-gns

BE SAFE, BE SMART. Begin yair nex
hing trip with Landfall for the apparel
1 ta get hiome

ately,

A check B made of the miscellmeons
grar phoand making sure all harpoon
heads are sharp, and same with gath All
Ll ropes are checked, boses are full of
ice, and outngger chps are o proper
working onder. As far o bait for the
trip, we take ballvhoo for molling, flas
of bitrers for « hupking, mackerel and
st - for swords, speanng and - kallies
tor mahi, sguid bor wlefish; clams foe
cod, and sardmes for tuna chunk baix

Safety Checklist
: af
Handheld WHF
Raclics
Handheld GPS

Foul Weathe
‘Warm Clothing

3B

Flara
Air Hom

itzer Triarm

wi'va been

it Tar a nes cal

anytimea.

= Landfall

WHERE SAFE WOYAGES BEGIM

800-941-2219 |

SaM Splint
CuickClo
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GAME PLAN TO WIN

When we leave the dock we know
we have a 75 to 90 mile ron, bur we
are abways vigilnt for what we can
encounter on the way, Many a mip has
been successful before we even get to
the ¢canvons by looking for bait slicks,
birds, mammals, or breaking fish seart-
ing ar the 2 fathom line, Henve, the
teason. why all of our spmners for
mahi, and jigmng sec-ups for bluefin
are-ready wich lores aitached. There
are two different approaches we take
when fishing the: canyons to accom-
plish our smorgashord.

Day Troll

On a day tall we ey to arrive ot
first light to smploy our mine rod
spresd, We toll the canyon edges
working as shallow as 70 to 80 fath-
oms Fgragging oot o 120 fachoms
looking for life, If a couple of hours
have passed with no action, we spice

up the troll by running close o lob-
ster pots, Once we observe which
way the currenat is running we run
straight into it Ths avoids tngling
lines that can carch in props, also
mahi and other species are usually
teeding inta che current as we
approach from behind. As we near 2
pot mry mate will walk to the front of
the boat and toss & handful of cut bair
towards the poly-ball. thar will bring
the fish to the surface allowing os to
imspect size and smeount of fish, this
gives us the choice o either catch
them on the toll or come back after
the spread has passed them and rarger
them wirth lighe tackle. _After some
mahi hookups gets everyone pumped
up, we look for the mammals, and my
favorites are Ruso dolphins or pilor
whales.. The Rissos are bigger than
common dolphin with white blotch-
es. | wall pound the area hard looking
for bair underneath them. Another
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The Ken Switzer Charter.
Left to right: Ken, John, and
Eill with some yeowfin,
bluefin and mahi

favorite visual i small skipjack, which
I refer to as bigeye candy. Some of my
memorable surface flosam was 2
weed line thar was a5 long as, and
wide a0 a football feld which held
hundreds - of mahi. Another great
visual was longline gear thar drifted
near the 150 fathom curve off the
100 Square area of the Huodson
Canyon. [ trolled paralie] to that gear
getting some mahi and 2 nice blue
marlin bookup and release,

Once the charter has caunghe
enough tuns to fulfill their needs and
we have plenty of mahi in the b,
we employ an all ballvhoo spread 1o
entice a martm, We continue tmlling
until late morning then shift gears all
cogether, At chis pomt we stow away
the wolling gear and break out the
tlefish rods. During my ool T will
make sure that we are in sriking dis-
tance of my many proven olefish
locations. Once we have linded a




couple dozen oles we begin to pot
hop our way out of the carryond. On
o wany home we usually make 3 stop
at the inshore grounds to jig a bluefin
at wherever the hor spot s ar that
timie of year. On some trips we hit an

affthore wreck in 1500 too 2000 Feet of

water to jig ap a mice bruiser pollack
or cod: Uaually this erack: also wakes
me: to inshore pats which have souall
chicken maht and tons of miggers—
another tasty treat.

Char awvernight traps seact bace morn-
ing looking for life on the way ta the
Carmyods, We iy B get to the canyons
around lunchtime and begin deep-
dropping for tilefish, This breaks up
the tmip a bit and gives: the crew a
chance 1o see fish right off the bat.
Maost of my tilefish spots are usually
near pots so after an hour of deep-

dropping; we begin por-hopping for
another hour, Wsually at this tme 1
am wresthng the maht rods away
from the anglers becanse they tend o
engory this hishing too much,

I have to refocus their minds thae
wie sEll have tuna Bshing o dol [i%
now aronnd 3 pon., which gives ws
sif hours of telling and alloes me to
figure oat where we will be setong
up for the night [ employ the same
trolling techmigues described  earhier
with an emphasis on wna. 1 tend m
barely mowe i shallower than the
100 bine and will go a5 deep as the
JO0 fathom curve looking for myy tar-
get. Once | zero inoon the bair and
i | pound that area knowing that
I will be fishing there ar nighrfall.
Once might comes | deploy the
hydro-glow hghs and rn on the
chum-chucker, Depending oo gur-
rent and wind T wnll either dofi or

theoaw the hook. Mw first mods Hiat are
set ame two sword rigs on Redi-Rag
foars 1540 and 250 feer from the boar,
150 feet and 300 feer deep. 1 put a
rigred squed onone rod, and 4 mack-
erel an the other rod, 1 ehen set up
shark rig for picch-baiting if @ mako
coanes mear the boat, this mod il
usirally have a fresh filler of skipjack
or bluefish. T then ser up the squid
Jueping rods for fresh e bair, and
alea for fresh ealamari for the crew, |
aleo make sure we have two pods
ready for mahi that will show up in
the shick. Then [ stagger my chunking
rigs. Depending on  cutrent and
where | oam marking the fish, 1 wall
stapger the hains wich weight, T will
ako free-line baits in the shck with
no weight.

Years ago | pemember one mght
when we marked the hell of the tuna
and baivac 100 feet. After hours of no

Left to right: Dan Bombaci,
Chuck FHutar and Fred
Monaco with some
yallowfin, mahi, tiles and
triggers.
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some mahi, yellowfin-—E |

and hﬂ'lul‘ll‘_l. :
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hits one of my customers asked if he
could jig with my new butterfly sys-
tem, [ had juse got some Glow jigs
from Shimane Rep. Dowg Rusch
and fet him try i, He dropped the
Jig down o 100 feet and worked it
hack up the column, whamma! That
night we brought the fish up to the
lights and went 15 for 16 on 60-to
70-pound  yellowfin only landing
two on bait, So after that night we
alwirys have two jigging set-ups wich
Shimano flat-sided butterfly Jigs
ready o go

At mdmght [ take a count of fish,
IF we have enough tuna in the bax
and lots of action I give the charter
an opuon ta drift in the deep for
swords until daybreak, if not, we
maintain the slick. After a mghe of
chunking and previous days trolling
we check to see how filled the box
15, Narmally I impose a two fish per
PETSON maximum on funa since we
have the other species in the box, If
the box is filled, T will give the char-
ter 3 choice af trolling for marlin,
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pot-hopping for more mahi, or
deep-dropping for more tlefish or
head inshore for bluefin, If we still
have dme, I will offer them the
option to drop on a wreck for pol-
lack and cod on the way in, or look
firr trigpers and chicken mahn on the
near shore pots,

SAFETY IN THE DEEP

Taking a trip to the edge 1 not for
the faint of heart, There are many
safery precautions | take and gear
that 1 have checked before every
trip: On our canyon trips we like to
have a following sea with less than
15 mile_ per hour winds. 1 will moc
venture out in seas more than 2 to 4
feet—thats oy rule of thumb. We
keep our charters o four fishermen
or less, and use a USCG licensed
co-caprain as a mate. We have an
eight man Swithk Fescue Pod
aboard, with a state-of-the-art
epirh, We also have a satellite phone
and have a float plan filed and left ac
the dock with two fellow charter
boat captains, We make sure all of
our medical aid kits are restocked
with bandages band=aids and oin-
ments. | always re-check my diech
bag o insure i we ever had o
abandon shap | have evervthing |
need to ger us picked up guickly
We make sure we carry plenty of
water and extra food rations. For
the morors, 1 carry exira filters and
plugs, and other essentials,

THE END OF &
REWARDING TRIP

At the end of 12 mp, my defini-
tian of success i3 each angler catch-
ing at least three different species,
calm seas: and plenty of laughs
amongst the crew. This type of
fishing mavbe more work, but the
rewards of multi-specie fishing
gives us a sense of accomplishment

like no other in angling. J

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

CAP

TAIN FRED G

Seeoup selection
off custom
‘ fishing lapes:

Capt. Harry's Fishing Supply
4501 WW Tth Avenue,
Miaml, FL 33150
1-B00-327-4088
1-305-756-FISH (3474

www.CaptHarry.com
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